Samuel 
(Note: the following material is taken directly from The Catholic Study Bible, Donald Senior; John Collins; Mary Ann Getty, Oxford University Press. Kindle Edition)
The books that we call 1 and 2 Samuel were originally one book. The division into two was the work of those responsible for the Septuagint, the third-century B.C. Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible. Perhaps the translators thought it was necessary to make two shorter books out of one long one. The division was introduced into the Hebrew Bible in the sixteenth century A.D. and has become standard ever since. The books of Samuel cannot be used to reconstruct the early history of the Israelite monarchy.
Since the archaeological record does not support the image of David’s kingdom as presented in 2 Samuel. The purpose of Deuteronomistic History was homiletical, not historiographic. Donald Senior; John Collins; Mary Ann Getty. The Catholic Study Bible (pp. 499-500). Oxford University Press. Kindle Edition.
These books describe the rise and development of kingship in Israel. Samuel is a pivotal figure. He bridges the gap between the period of the Judges and the monarchy, and guides Israel’s transition to kingship. A Deuteronomistic editor presents both positive and negative traditions about the monarchy, portraying it both as evidence of Israel’s rejection of the Lord as their sovereign (1 Sm 8: 6– 22; 12: 1– 25) and as part of God’s plan to deliver the people (1 Sm 9: 16; 10: 17– 27; 2 Sm 7: 8– 17). Samuel’s misgivings about abuse of royal power foreshadow the failures and misdeeds of Saul and David and the failures of subsequent Israelite kings. Although the events described in 1 and 2 Samuel move from the last of the judges to the decline of David’s reign and the beginning of a legendary “Golden Age” under Solomon’s rule, this material does not present either a continuous history or a systematic account of this period. The author/ editor developed a narrative timeline around freely composed speeches, delivered by prophets like Samuel (e.g., 1 Sm 15: 10– 31; 28: 15– 19) and Nathan (2 Sm 12: 1– 12), who endorse Deuteronomistic perspectives regarding the establishment of the monarchy, the relationship between worship and obedience, and the divine covenant established with the house of David. Donald Senior; John Collins; Mary Ann Getty. The Catholic Study Bible (pp. 2295-2296). Oxford University Press. Kindle Edition.
These books include independent blocks (e.g., the Ark Narrative [1 Sm 4: 1– 7: 1], Saul’s rise to power [1 Sm 9: 1– 11: 15], David’s ascendancy over Saul [1 Sm 16– 31], the Succession Narrative [2 Sm 9– 20; 1 Kgs 1– 2]), which the editor shaped into three narrative cycles, the last two marked by transitional passages in 1 Sm 13:1 and 2 Sm 1:1. Each section focuses on a major figure in the development of the monarchy: Samuel, the reluctant king maker (1 Sm 1– 12); Saul, the king whom the Lord rejects (1 Sm 13– 31); David, the king after the Lord’s own heart (2 Sm 1– 24). A common theme unites these narratives: Israel’s God acts justly, prospering those who remain faithful and destroying those who reject his ways (1 Sm 2: 9). Along with the rest of the Deuteronomistic History, the Books of Samuel become an object lesson for biblical Israel as it tries to re-establish its religious identity after the destruction of Jerusalem and the loss of its homeland (587/ 586 b.c.). The contents of the Books of Samuel may be divided as follows: I. The Last Judges, Eli and Samuel (1 Sm 1: 1– 7: 17) II. Establishment of the Monarchy (1 Sm 8: 1– 12: 25) III. Saul and David (1 Sm 13: 1– 2 Sm 2: 7) IV. The Reign of David (2 Sm 2: 8– 20: 26) V. Appendixes (2 Sm 21: 1– 24: 25) Donald Senior; John Collins; Mary Ann Getty. The Catholic Study Bible (pp. 2295-2296). Oxford University Press. Kindle Edition.
1 Samuel
a) Samuel’s Birth (1 Sm 1: 1– 2: 10)
b) Samuel and the Sons of Eli (1 Sm 2: 11– 36)
c) Samuel and Eli (1 Sm 3: 1– 4: 1)
d) The Story of the Ark (1 Sm 4: 2– 7: 1) - study
e) Samuel and the Israelite Monarchy (7: 2– 8: 22) - study
f) Samuel and Saul Meet (1 Sm 9: 1– 10: 16) - study
g) Saul Defeats the Philistines (1 Sm 13: 1– 14: 52)
h) Saul and the Amalekites (1 Sm 15: 1– 34)
i) Saul and David Meet (1 Sm 16: 1– 23)
j) David and Goliath (1 Sm 17: 1– 18: 5)
k) Saul’s Jealousy (1 Sm 18: 6– 30) - study
l) David the Fugitive (1 Sm 19: 1– 28: 2)
m) Saul’s Tragic Death (1 Sm 28: 3– 2 Sm 1: 27)
n) End of Saul with dignity and sympathy (1 Sm 31: 1– 13). Saul died doing his duty as king.
Donald Senior; John Collins; Mary Ann Getty. The Catholic Study Bible (p. 501-520). Oxford University Press. Kindle Edition.
2 Samuel
a) David is portrayed as deeply affected by the deaths of Saul and Jonathan (2 Sm 1: 1– 27). 
b) David Becomes King (2 Sm 2: 1– 5: 25) - study
c) The Ark in Jerusalem (2 Sm 6: 1– 23)
d) Temple and Dynasty (2 Sm 7: 1– 29)
e) David’s Kingdom and Its Administration (2 Sm 8: 1– 18) – study 
f) David’s Family and the Succession (2 Sm 9: 1– 20: 26)
g) Miscellaneous Material (2 Sm 21: 1– 24: 25)
i. A famine (21: 1– 14) - The lack of a river system to provide for irrigation made the land of Israel particularly vulnerable to famine.
ii. Military Exploits (21: 15– 22)
iii. A hymn of victory by David (22: 1– 51)
iv. David’s final hymn (23: 1– 7) - study
v. Military Exploits (23: 8– 39)
vi. A plague (24: 1– 25)
As we read the books of Samuel and its tales of jealousy, rape, murder, and revolution, we can almost hear the author of the books of Samuel saying: “If you want a monarchy, this is what you get.” Samuel describes how Judah’s royal family began to consume itself. Though monarchies are, for the most part, relics of another age, nations still succumb to the temptation of making their political, social, and economic institutions into absolutes. Donald Senior; John Collins; Mary Ann Getty. The Catholic Study Bible (p. 521-531). Oxford University Press. Kindle Edition.

